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Summary 

The television series Love Patrol is edutainment at its best (entertaining and highly informative), 

which aims to increase awareness on socially significant issues including sexually transmitted 

infections such as HIV, crime, gender inequality, family breakdowns and violence. The generally low 

literacy levels of the Pacific teamed with the geographic isolation of many Pacific Island countries 

called for a medium with reach. A Wan Smolbag Theatre production, this 10-part TV series Love 

Patrol is a first for the Pacific; its very own locally produced TV soap opera. The series has been 

funded by the Australian Government (including through the Pacific Regional HIV/AIDS Project ð 

PRHP), Nga Hoe Tuputupu-mai-tawhiti (NZAID) and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

(SPC), with additional support from the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

Reach 

The Love Patrol series has been broadcast on television throughout the Pacific in countries including: 

Vanuatu, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, America Samoa, Kiribati, Samoa and the Solomon Islands. In 

addition to this, the Love Patrol DVD and resource guide has been distributed to a wide range of 

places including schools, universities, community groups, non-government organisations, 

government departments, hospitals and health clinics throughout the countries listed below: 

American Samoa Nuie

Australia Palau

Cook Islands PNG

Fiji Samoa

Federated States of Micronesia Solomons

Germany South Africa

Guam Tanzania

Indonesia Tonga

Kenya Tuvalu

Kiribati United Kingdom

Marshall Islands United States

Nauru Vanuatu

New Caledonia Zimbabwe

New Zealand

Countries

Distribution by Country

Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol

(total number of countries distributed to)
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The surveys conducted in Vanuatu and Fiji illustrate that the reach of Love Patrol was excellent and 

was notably high amongst youth and young women in particular, which are both identified as 

vulnerable groups to HIV and sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and are thus key target groups 

for Love Patrol. 

Impact 
 

Both the qualitative and quantitative components of the research undertaken suggested changes in 

knowledge and attitudes once participants had viewed the series. The research also draws out 

participantsõ intent to change risky behaviour. Love Patrol has been a huge success. People have been 

exposed to issues that are rarely talked about in the Pacific. The use of the soap format has brought 

'tabu' topics into people's living rooms and raised discussion about HIV amongst ordinary people in 

many Pacific countries.  

 

Vanuatu 

Survey 

 

A significant proportion of the participants surveyed in Vanuatu had seen Love Patrol (88.0%). One 

of the key aspects of the show that participants identified with was its realistic quality; in this way, 

viewers were able to identify with the characters and the messages communicated. Another key 

element identified by participants in the survey was that Love Patrol served as an effective vehicle in 

promoting dialogue and communication, with one participant commenting: 

 

ôIt raises issues that are hard for people to talk about, but when it comes out on TV, 

no one blames anyone for raising those issues and it becomes a way to begin talking 

about important issues.õ 

Focus Group Survey 

 

The focus groups highlighted that Love Patrol did indeed have an effect on peopleõs knowledge and 

attitudes. This change in peopleõs knowledge and attitude raise the important point that there is a 

real need for more comprehensive HIV, AIDS and social significant information. The focus group 

surveys also drew out issues concerning the level of social stigma and discrimination which exist for 

people who have HIV or AIDS. 
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Resource Guide ð Workshop Survey 

 

Teachers, students and NGO groups participated in the workshop. The teacher participants 

conveyed that the resource would be helpful for their students in both their understanding of life 

today and will provide them with valuable lessons to draw on for their lives in the future. One of the 

studentõs comments supported the teacherõs feelings remarking:  

 

òThis workshop opened my mind a bit. It showed some of the mistakes I can make 

in my life and made me think about what is best for me. It made me see what can go 

wrong. Itõs very interesting.ó  

 

 A strong majority of the NGO participants indicated that they had increased their knowledge and 

reported having engaged in dialogue on issues they had not discussed before. 

 

Fiji  

Survey 

 

An overwhelming 96.0% of participants who had seen the series thought positively of it. The Fiji 

survey results also highlighted peopleõs connection to the realistic quality of the show. This 

connection with the local context that participants have overwhelmingly identified with is extremely 

positive, it is also essential if viewers are to effectively identify strategies for addressing social issues 

relevant to their own contexts and needs. Once participant commented:  

 

òIt is very practical & (portrays) real situations that happen in our society. It 

highlights robbery, violence, unemployment, poverty, family breakups which is a real 

day to day problems happening in most Pacific nations.ó  

 

Another participant also supported this view, commenting:  

 

òLove Patrol is good in that it projects Pacific lifestyle and difficult issues that 

happen within. Viewing things in a Pacific perspective ð I like it!ó 
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Resource Guide ð Workshop Survey 

 

The response from both teachers and students attending the workshop was very encouraging, with 

many of the teachers reporting back that they had been able to impart the knowledge they had 

gained from the workshop on the resource guide to other teachers at their school (who had not 

attended the workshop). The very fact that teachers reported returning back to their schools and 

telling other teachers about the content of the workshop is reflective of both the success of the Love 

Patrol series, the accompanying teachers guide, the facilitator and the workshop. Within the 

workshop sensitive issues were discussed including: rape, relationships and adultery, with many 

participants commenting that they found this discussion valuable. This workshop also highlighted 

intention to change behaviour. 

The Solomon Islands 

Resource Guide ð Workshop Survey 

 

The majority of teachers conveyed that the discussions that took place during the workshops were 

productive and felt the materials were an excellent way to bring an important message to their 

students. There were however, barriers relating to electricity, class time restraints and administration 

which make it difficult for the materials to be utilized as effectively as possible. 

Key findings 

 

Below are the key findings identified throughout the research report relating to the television series 

Love Patrol and its accompanying resource guide: 

 

 Responsive to growing need for mediums addressing issues relating to sexual attitudes, 

knowledge and associated risk behaviours in Pacific communities; 

 The continuation of the series and resource guide ensures a consistent flow of information 

on reproduction, STIs and HIV transmission and prevention; 

 Addresses òhigheró risk practices that render people more vulnerable to STIs (including 

HIV); 

 Tailored to people in local contexts; 

 Entertaining and informative; 
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 Promotes: advocacy, representation and change; 

 Fosters community dialogue and communication; 

 Promotes and encourages attitude, knowledge and behavioural change; 

 Positive impact on changes in sexual attitudes, knowledge and behavioural intention; 

 Sets a strong foundation for measuring the impact the series has on changes in attitude, 

knowledge and behaviour in the future series of Love Patrol. 

 

Background 

A Wan Smolbag Theatre production, this 10-part TV series Love Patrol ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

own locally produced TV soap opera. This Television series however, is not only entertaining but highly 

informative particularly on issues relating to HIV and AIDS information. In fact the major aim of the 

series is to raise the profile of understanding of HIV in the Pacific through the medium of television and 

DVD which has a wider reach than many other mediums, particularly given the geographically isolated 

nature of the Pacific Island Countries and the low levels of literacy. The development of the Love Patrol 

ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŜŘǳǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΩ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Soul City. The 

series has been funded by the Australian Government (including through the Pacific Regional HIV/AIDS 

Project ς PRHP), Nga Hoe Tuputupu-mai-tawhiti (NZAID) and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

(SPC), with additional support from the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

Wan Smolbag Theatre 

Wan Smolbag began in Port Vila in 1989 as an amateur theatre group comprising out-of-school, 

unemployed youth coached by an expatriate drama teacher. Nineteen years later WSB has a core 

group of 16 professional ni-Vanuatu actors, an additional three small theatre groups on outer islands 

and local expertise in filming, lighting, recording, sound effects, music and project management. It 

develops, produces and uses high quality theatre, film and radio productions to inform, raise 

community awareness and encourage public discussion and action on a range of youth, conservation 

and governance issues. These include youth unemployment, domestic violence, HIV/AIDS, 

education, sexual and reproductive health, environmental protection, and citizenõs rights and 

responsibilities. Wan Smolbag productions, support materials, services and training are in increasing 

demand in Pacific Island countries and internationally. 

The organisation now has a large repertoire of plays, five full length films, 16 videos, ten episodes of 

the TV programme Love Patrol, and 384 episodes of Famili Blong Serah a weekly radio drama, in 

addition to a wide range of supporting materials and comics around key themes designed to assist 
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discussion. All focus on critical community-based development issues. Famili Blong Serah is 

transmitted nationally as well as on ABC Radio National. 

 

Love Patrol ð TV Series 

Love Patrol is set in a typical Pacific police station. HIV does not become a major focus until 

episode 6. The central reason for this was to hook people who may be deterred by the HIV focus. 

Stories collected from around the Pacific through workshops and from the nurses and peer 

educators at Wan Smolbag's reproductive health clinic informed the series.  

Love Patrol series 1 has been a huge success. People have been exposed to issues that are rarely 

talked about in the Pacific. The use of the soap format has brought 'tabu' topics into people's living 

rooms; this medium has served as an effective vehicle informing and fostering discussion about HIV 

amongst ordinary people in many Pacific countries.  

 

Love Patrol ð Resource Guide 

TV does not reach outside of towns, fortunately however, many rural schools have access to 

DVD players and teachers often enjoy showing DVDs to their classes. In order to increase the reach 

and effect of Love Patrol, Wan Smolbag worked with SPCõs behavioural specialist Robyn Drysdale 

to produce a teacherõs guide for series one which was then pretested with teachers in rural and urban 

schools in Vanuatu, Fiji and Solomons. The userõs guide has two key strengths. First, it provides an 

important, lively back up to reproductive health education in schools. The userõs guide achieves this 

through encouraging principles of critical thinking and interactive classroom practices. The guide 

therefore, reinforces information in the series and raises discussion on issues including sexual health, 

youth crime, violence, relationships and gender issues. Second, the support and insight the guide 

provides to teaching and learning practices strengthens and increases ôthe lifeõ of the DVD whereby 

the DVD will be utilized for years to come within schools. The potential impact the series will have 

therefore becomes much greater, this is particularly the case when compared to the short life of the 

ten week series aired on television (which will not reach people outside of towns). 

Research methodology 

Research applied a combination of quantitative and qualitative research methods to gauge peopleõs 

overall perception of the series and key themes highlighted in the series. The research also focused 

on uncovering the effect the series had on viewers. Peopleõs knowledge, attitudes and practices were 

addressed and monitored through street surveys, focus groups sessions, workshops, anecdotes and 
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community documentation. Importantly these methods have proven to be valuable in establishing a 

foundation for assessing the efficacy of Love Patrol.  

Quantitative research 

The quantitative data was derived from street surveys conducted in both Vanuatu and Fiji. The 

surveys were comprised of 10 structured and open-ended questions. The interviews occurred 

between the interviewer and interviewee (face to face). The questions were read out by the 

interviewer who recorded the answers (as opposed to the surveys being completed independently by 

the respondent). Conducting the surveys in this way increases inclusivity particularly for participants 

who may have low literacy levels.  

Additional surveys were also conducted with Focus Groups in Vanuatu to gauge participantsõ 

knowledge, attitude and behaviours. A baseline survey was first conducted prior to participants 

watching Love Patrol, upon having viewed the ten part series of Love Patrol, the participant then 

completed the baseline survey for the second time. While the survey sample for the focus groups 

surveys was significantly smaller than the street surveys and is by no means statistically significant in 

size, the focus groups interviewed were indicative of the target audience and the results drew 

attention to important changes in knowledge, attitudes and behavioural intention. 

Qualitative research 

The qualitative component comprised focus group discussions (FGDs) and workshops on Love 

Patrol and the accompanying resource guide. FGDs were conducted with students from the police 

college and teacherõs college in March 2008. Each FGD was centred on questions relating to HIV 

and AIDS but also provided room for the discussion of other topics depending on the ideas of each 

group. 

Also critical to the qualitative component of research were the workshops which were conducted in 

Vanuatu, Fiji and the Solomon Islands. A resource guide for series one was produced which was 

then pretested with teachers, students, non-government organizations (NGOs) and community 

groups in Vanuatu, Fiji and the Solomon Islands. Workshops were run in rural as well as urban 

settings and participants were taken through the draft booklet and asked to make comments so the 

booklet could be changed to make it more usable for the participants. This process ensured the 

guide was responsive to participantsõ needs and contributed to the user friendly quality of the guide. 

The activities undertaken in the workshops consisted of many small group discussions, short reading 

passages from the film and debates which drew on the themes highlighted throughout the series. 

The feedback and anecdotes that resulted from the workshops has provided Wan Smolbag with a 

deeper understanding of teachers, students, NGOs and community groupsõ needs and the barriers 

they face particularly in regards to reproductive health education. 
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Vanuatu 

Street surveys 

A total of 814 people participated in the street surveys undertaken in Vanuatu; the age and gender 

distribution of survey participants is presented in the below table. There are a significant proportion 

of participants in the age range of 11-20 years of age (65.3%); this is not surprising when considering 

that almost 50% of the population in Vanuatu is under the age of 20 years.1 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

5 - 10 years 16 2.0% 11 1.4% 27 3.3%

11 - 15 years 178 22.3% 203 25.5% 383 47.1%

16 - 20 years 64 8.0% 83 10.4% 148 18.2%

21 - 25 years 37 4.6% 49 6.1% 86 10.6%

26 - 30 years 27 3.4% 30 3.8% 59 7.2%

31 - 35 years 11 1.4% 16 2.0% 27 3.3%

36 - 40 years 11 1.4% 17 2.1% 29 3.6%

41 - 45 years 4 0.5% 7 0.9% 11 1.4%

46 - 50 years 2 0.3% 4 0.5% 6 0.7%

51 - 55 years 5 0.6% 7 0.9% 12 1.5%

56 years and over 3 0.4% 3 0.4% 6 0.7%

Not stated 3 0.4% 6 0.8% 20 2.5%

Total 361 45.3% 436 54.7% 814 100%

Male Female Total
Age

Participant's characteristics by age and gender

Wan Smolbag - 2007 Love Patrol survey - Vanuatu

(number and percent of participants)

 

 

While the difference is not significant, there were a slightly higher proportion of female participants 

(54.7%) when compared to the male participants (45.3%). 

                                                           
1 Vanuatu National Statistics Office, 2006 Household and Income Expenditure Survey, 2006, Port Vila 
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Male respondents

Female respondents

Total respondents

 

Of the 814 participants taking part in the Vanuatu survey an overwhelming majority of respondents 

(88%) recorded having watched Love Patrol (òthe seriesó).  

88%

12%

Have you been watching Love Patrol? 
Wan Smolbag - 2007 Love Patrol survey - Vanuatu

(total percent of participants)

Have been 

watching Love 

Patrol

Have not been 

watching Love 

Patrol

 

As to avoid confusion, please note that from this point forward when mention is made to 

participants or respondents these terms will only be inclusive of persons who have viewed Love 

Patrol. 
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Respondents were asked: 

 

ôHow many episodes of Love Patrol have you seen?õ 

 

Over three-quarters (77.2%) of the participants had viewed five or more episodes of Love Patrol. A 

significantly high proportion of participants recorded having viewed ô8 episodesõ (39.0%). 

Participants recording having watched ô7 episodesõ were also notably high (17.0%). Also of interest, 

is that no participants recorded viewing all of the Love Patrol episodes; this result could be attributed 

to the fact that this was a new series and therefore took at least one or two episodes to gain attention 

and popularity, this is quite likely given that a significant 62.3% of participants recorded having 

viewed 7-9 episodes. 

4.4% 4.7%
7.0% 6.6% 6.7%

8.2%

17.0%

39.0%

6.3%

0.0%
0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

40.0%

45.0%

Love Patrol episodes viewed 
Wan Smolbag - 2007 Love Patrol survey - Vanuatu 

(percent of episodes viwed by participants)
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Respondents were asked: 

 

ôWhich characters do you like most?õ 

 

Close to one-third (32.0%) of participants indicated that their favourite character was Kalo. Several 

people expressed why Kalo was their favourite character commenting that òheõs a good actoró and 

òheõs very funnyó. One participant commented that they liked Kalo òbecause he changes his waysó. 

It is also possible that given a large proportion of the participants are close to Kaloõs age they were 

more inclined to identify with his character. Over one in ten of the participants conveyed that 

Wendy (11.4%) and Elizabeth (11.1%) were their favourite characters. Participants commented that 

Wendy was their favourite character because of her ôhonestyõ. Many of the participants empathized 

with Elizabeth, with one participant conveying that òshe plays a part which shows the life of many 

women in Vanuatu today.ó  

32.0%

11.4% 11.1%

8.9% 8.1%
7.0% 6.8%

5.7% 5.4%
3.7%

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

Top ten most liked characters 
Wan Smolbag - 2007 Love Patrol survey - Vanuatu 

(percent of top ten responses)

 

One of the participants commented that they liked every character and wanted to congratulate the 

writer of the series saying they were ôtaf tumasõ (spot on/really great) and added that òLove Patrol 

reflects the reality of life in Vanuatu todayó. Many of the people surveyed responded with similar 

comments conveying that Love Patrol is realistic, with one participant commenting: òLove Patrol is like 

a mirror reflecting the government and the people of Vanuatu.ó  
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Respondents were asked: 

 

ôWhich characters do you dislike most?õ 

 

Over one-third (35.6%) of participants indicated that their least favourite character was the 

ôMinisterõ, resulting in the Minister being by far the most disliked character. Many of the participants 

commented that they disliked the Ministerõs character because òhe raped the house girl Rose and 

then left her in a terrible positionó. Many of the participants additionally disliked the Minister 

commenting that he was a òliaró. While a notable proportion of participants indicated that they 

disliked the character of Rita (18.4%) very few of the participants recorded comments as to why. 

One participant indicated that they disliked Rita because òshe is having an affair with Markó. Several 

of the participants commented that they felt it was good for men to see Love Patrol so that they could 

see the pain that women go through when their husbands cheat on them. 

 

35.6%

18.4%

13.0%

10.6%

6.3%
5.3% 4.7%

3.1%
1.5% 1.4%

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

40.0%

Top ten most disliked characters
Wan Smolbag - 2007 Love Patrol survey - Vanuatu 

(percent of top ten responses)

 



 

13 

 

Respondents were asked: 

 

ôWould you like to make any extra comments regarding Love Patrol?õ 

 

Just over one-third of participants remarked that Love Patrol represents the realities of Vanuatu. A 

notable proportion of participants called for the series of Love Patrol to continue (15.8%) with one 

participant commenting that they wanted Love Patrol to continue as òit raises issues that are hard 

for people to talk about, but when it comes out on TV, no one blames anyone for raising those 

issues and it becomes a way to begin talking about important issues.ó Also of interest, was the 

proportion of participants conveying that òLove Patrol encourages people to stop bad behaviour 

and choicesó (12.6%). 

 

Love Patrol represents the realities of our country 296 34.0%

Love Patrol must continue 138 15.8%

Love Patrol encourages people to stop bad behavior/choices 110 12.6%

Love Patrol is interesting/funny 98 11.3%

The episodes should be longer 67 7.7%

Good acting/performances 62 7.1%

Good lessons about protecting your body 37 4.2%

No extra comments 28 3.2%

Bad scenes for kids 20 2.3%

The issues and lessons in Love Patrol help me with my  future15 1.7%

Total 871 100%

Top 10 extra comments concerning Love Patrol

Wan Smolbag - 2007 Love Patrol survey - Vanuatu

(percent of top ten comments)

Comments Number Percent
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Focus groups 

 

During the month of March 2008, students currently enrolled at the Vanuatu Police Force College 

and Vanuatu Teacherõs College were asked to participate in a survey which was designed to assess 

participants perception of Love Patrol. In addition, a key aim of the survey was to examine whether 

once having viewed the series participants had changes in knowledge and attitudes; and to determine 

whether this would affect any behavioural change. A combined total of 48 students participated in 

the assessment.  

Each college was given a copy of the first Love Patrol series on DVD and a survey containing short 

answer questions and a list of knowledge and attitude statements relating to HIV and AIDS which 

the participants had to agree with or disagree with. The participants completed a survey prior to 

watching the series and then again once having viewed the series of Love Patrol in its entirety.  

There were almost an even proportion of police college participants (47.9%) and teacherõs college 

participants (52.1%) taking part in the focus group survey. While the proportion of Male and Female 

teacherõs college students participating in the survey was also relatively even (27.1% and 25.0% 

respectively), there was a notably higher proportion of male police college students (33.3%) when 

compared to their female counterparts (14.6%). That is, overall there was a significantly higher 

proportion of males (60.4%) participating in the focus group survey when compared to females 

(39.6%). 

Police

Males 16 33.3%

Females 7 14.6%

Total police college respondents 23 47.9%

Teachers 0.0%

Males 13 27.1%

Females 12 25.0%

Total teacher's college respondents 25 52.1%

Total respondents 48 100%

Gender

Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Survey

(number and percent of total participants)

Gender Number Percent
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As can be seen in the graph below there were a significantly higher proportion of participants in the 

age range of 19-21 years (31.3%). As the age range increases the proportion of participants decline. 

This is not a surprising result given that the participants are all students whereby the majority of 

participants are likely to be in the younger age brackets. 

31.3%

27.1%

20.8%

14.6%

6.3%

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

19 - 21 years 22 - 24 years 25 - 27 years 28 - 30 years 31 -35 years

Age structure 

Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Survey
(total percent of participants)

 

Exactly half (50.0%) of the participants recorded ôYear 12õ as their highest level of education. The 

second most common level of education recorded was that of ôYear 13õ (20.8%) and a notable 

proportion of participants recorded having completed a bachelorõs degree (14.6%). 

Year 10 4 8.3%

Year 12 24 50.0%

Year 13 10 20.8%

Bachelors Degree 7 14.6%

Diploma 3 6.3%

Total 48 100%

Level of education attained

Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Survey

(number and percent of participants)

Education Level Number Percent
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While a significant proportion of the participants reported not having seen Love Patrol (64.6%) it is 

important to note that over one-quarter (27.1%) of the participants did not have a television. For the 

purposes of the focus group survey the high proportion of participants who had not seen Love Patrol 

was advantageous given that one of the key aims of the survey was to determine the extent to which 

knowledge and attitudes changed once having viewed the series. 

 

35.4%

64.6%

Have you been watching Love Patrol?  
Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Survey 

(total percent of participants)

Have been watching 

Love Patrol

Have not been 

watching Love Patrol

 

 

 

72.9%

27.1%

Do you have a television?  
Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Survey 

(total percent of participants)

Have 

Television

Do not have 

Television
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Respondents were asked:  

ôWhat is the difference between HIV and AIDS?õ 

 

In order for the question to be answered correctly the answer had to identify HIV as a virus that 

destroys the bodyõs ability to fight infections or illnesses (with HIV being the virus which can lead to 

AIDS); and AIDS needed to be identified as the different signs, symptoms, infections and illness 

that someone might get because their body is weak from HIV. Just over one in five of the 

participants were able to identify the difference between HIV and AIDS prior to viewing the Love 

Patrol series. Once having viewed the series the proportion of participants who answered the 

question correctly notably increased to almost one-third (31.3%) of the total participants.  

 

22.9%

75.0%

2.1%

31.3%

68.8%

0.0%
0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

Correct Partially correct Not stated

What is the difference between HIV and AIDS? 
Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Surveys 

(total percent of participants)

Prior to viewing Love 

Patrol

After viewing Love 

Patrol
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Respondents were asked: 

ôHave you had an HIV test?õ 

 

Prior to watching the series, exactly half of the participants (50.0%) indicated that they had not been 

tested for HIV. Interestingly, after participants had viewed the Love Patrol series there was a 4.2% 

increase in the proportion of participants that indicated they had not been tested for HIV (54.2%). 

While this is not a significant difference it is an indication that after having watched the series 

participants may have had a better understanding of what an HIV test was or may have felt more 

inclined or comfortable to reveal that they ôhad not had an HIV testõ. 

 

47.9%
50.0%

2.1%

45.8%

54.2%

0.0%
0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

Yes - have had HIV test No - have not had HIV 

test

Not stated

Have you had an HIV test?
Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Survey 

(total percent of participants)

Prior to viewing 

Love Patrol

After viewing Love 

Patrol

 



 

19 

 

Respondents were asked: 

ôWhy did you decide to be tested for HIV?õ 

 

Of the participants who indicated that they had been tested for HIV, a significant proportion of the 

participants had done so as part of attending Police College. The remaining participants indicated 

that they decided to be tested in order ôto know/make sure I donõt have HIVõ (30.4%) and ôI donõt 

want HIVõ (4.3%). 
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Why did you decide to be tested for HIV? 
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Respondents were asked: 

ôWould you have an HIV test?õ 

 

It is important to note that there was not a significant change in the proportion of participants who 

indicated they would have an HIV test after watching the series (64.6%) when compared to 

participantsõ response prior to watching the series (66.7%). While the proportion of participants who 

did not state their answer went from 6.0% (prior to watching the series) to no participants (after 

watching the series), there was a notable increase (of 8.0%) in the proportion of participants who 

recorded that they would not be tested. These results may signal that the series brought fears to the 

fore for people, the fear for instance of the social stigma often associated with having HIV and 

AIDS (resulting in participants possibly preferring not to know); another possibility is that once 

having a better understanding of HIV and AIDS participants felt that their behaviour did not 

warrant the need to be tested. 
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Respondents were asked to: 

ôSupply reasons for why you would or would not have an HIV test.õ 

 

After having viewed Love Patrol there was a notable increase (8.3%) in the proportion of participants 

who indicated that the primary reason they would have and HIV test was: ôto know/make sure I 

donõt have HIVõ. In providing reasons as to why they ôwould not have and HIV testõ, there was a 

significant increase (10.4%) in the proportion of participants that indicated that they ôDonõt need 

to/have avoided risky behaviourõ. Also of interest was the increase (4.1%) in the proportion of 

participants who indicated that they would not have an HIV test as they ôhave never had sex before.õ 

While this was only a slight increase, this increase teamed with the increase of participants who 

indicated they had avoided risky behaviour provides an indication to some extent of the lack of 

comprehensive information participants may have previously had on the subject of HIV. 
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Number Percent Number Percent

Reasons for having an HIV/AIDS test:

To know/make sure I don't have HIV 15 31.3% 19 39.6%

Be on the safe side 5 10.4% 3 6.3%

I don't want to die early 2 4.2% 3 6.3%

Prevention 1 2.1% 1 2.1%

I don't know about my partner's history 1 2.1% 1 2.1%

Blood contact 4 8.3% 1 2.1%

I realize I've been careless until now 1 2.1% 1 2.1%

I've just been in a short term relationship 1 2.1% 0 0.0%

I want to but I don't know where to go 1 2.1% 0 0.0%

Total responses for having an HIV/AIDS test: 31 64.6% 29 60.4%

Reasons for not having an HIV/AIDS test:

Don't need to/have avoided risky behavior 6 12.5% 11 22.9%

Have never had sex 2 4.2% 4 8.3%

I'm not like Rita 0 0.0% 1 2.1%

I'm not a prostitute 1 2.1% 0 0.0%

Have already been tested 3 6.3% 1 2.1%

Total responses for not having an HIV/AIDS test: 12 25.0% 17 35.4%

Not stated 5 10.4% 2 4.2%

Total responses 48 100% 48 100%

Before After
Reasons

Reasons for having and not having an HIV/AIDS test

Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Survey

(number and percent of total participants)

 

 

Respondents were asked: 

ôWhat do you do personally to make sure you donõt contract HIV?õ 

 

A significant proportion of participants recorded that the method they employed in order to prevent 

HIV was to be faithful to one partner (43.0%). Participants who indicated that they used condoms 

(30.4%) in order to protect themselves from HIV were also significantly high. The remainder 

conveyed that they were tested for HIV (6.3%), abstained from having sex (5.1%), prayed (2.5%), 

took care of themselves (2.5%), and avoided bars/nightclubs (2.5%). Other reasons provided were 

evenly distributed with each contributing to 1.3% of the total participants, these included: ôkeep to 
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myselfõ, ôcareful with handling bloodõ, ôdonõt have sex with infected peopleõ, ôdonõt have sex with 

anyone I donõt know or trustõ. One of the participants commented that òI have really not been 

careful enough until todayó, of interest, this same participant added that while they now intended to 

be tested they did not previously have knowledge of where they could go to get tested. 
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Respondents were asked: 

ôWhat does a person with HIV look like?õ 

 

As can be seen in the table below the most significant change in participantsõ responses (after having 

viewed Love Petrol) was the notable increase (11.3%) in participants indicating that a person with 

HIV looks normal and/or healthy. Another notable difference was the decline in participants who 

recorded that people with HIV look ôWorried/hopeless/helpless/tired/depressedõ (7.0%). 
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Change

Number Percent Number Percent Percent

Thin/loses weight 14 20.3% 12 17.9% -2.4%

No appetite 3 4.3% 2 3.0% -1.4%

Sick 7 10.1% 7 10.4% 0.3%

Hair falls out 3 4.3% 1 1.5% -2.9%

Normal/healthy 20 29.0% 27 40.3% 11.3%

Worried/hopeless/helpless/tired/depressed 11 15.9% 6 9.0% -7.0%

Prostitutes 1 1.4% 0 0.0% -1.4%

Coughs 0 0.0% 2 3.0% 3.0%

Don't know unless they are tested 1 1.4% 3 4.5% 3.0%

Weak 7 10.1% 6 9.0% -1.2%

Don't know 2 2.9% 1 1.5% -1.4%

Total responses 69 100% 67 100%

What does a person with HIV look like?

Wan Smolbag - 2008 Love Patrol - Focus Group Survey

(number and percent of total participants)

Answers
Before After

 

 

 

Respondents were asked: 

ôWhat would you do if someone in your family contracted HIV?õ 

 

As can be seen in the graph below, once the participants had viewed Love Patrol there was a notable 

increase in the proportion of participants who conveyed that they would treat their family members 

ôequallyõ (12.5% increase) and ôcare for them/give them supportõ (12.5% increase). Also of interest, 

was the notable decline from 6.3% of participants conveying that they would isolate their family 

members (prior to watching Love Patrol) to no participants (after viewing Love Patrol) recording this as 

an action they would take. While there was an increase in the proportion of participants conveying 

that they ôwould stay away from themõ there was a decline in all of the following potential actions to 

0.0%, these included: ôbe wary of contact with bloodõ; ôwatch out for my welfareõ; and ôtreat them 

like a sick personõ.  
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Respondents were asked: 

ôWhat would you do if you contracted HIV?õ 

 

As can be seen in the graph below the most notable difference which occurred once having viewed 

Love Patrol was an increase (of 8.3%) in the proportion of participants who indicated they would 

ôseek medical advice from a health professional and/or medical treatmentõ. There was also an 

increase (of 4.2%) in the proportion of participants conveying that they would ôavoid spreading the 

virusõ. Additionally, there were slight increases in the proportion of participants who indicated that 

they would ôprovide education/awarenessõ and ôcare for selfõ. It is important to note that the 

proportion of participants who indicated that they would commit suicide (6.3%) did not change 


